
NCC purchased the 79 acre Papillion campus site on February 28, 2002 for $800,000 
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Future Home of 
NEBRASKA CHRISTIAN CllLI.EGE . 
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Nee propeny, looking no rtheast: towards Papillion I 
Omaha. SoUdl border Capehart Rd. (running east -
west) and east border 114110 St . (TUIuUng I.,nh - south). 
-photo by Joel BuOOun (photographer) & JetT Clausen (pilot) 

A I'chitect s dralVi11g of the proposed lIIulti-pm-pose building n.t the 
/I.e III locn,piou. Plensc pray for {"is pl·ocess. 



April 2005 

Omaha World Herald 
April 4, 2004, Pg 7 



November 2005 

Ground Breaking at Sarpy County Campus 
, e~ 3:00 P.M. 

Ground 
Breaking 

01 Sarpy County Campus 
Swulay, July 24, 2005 

SWlday, July 24, 2005 
All area churches, college friends and alumni ore invited to 

join us for a celebration and prayer time to break ground at 

114'h Street and Capehart Rood. 

Construction will begin on the first two buildings of the 

new campus in July. Two dorms for student housing and 

temporary classrooms, offices and library will be built on 

the eighty acre site in southwest Omaha. 

Ground Breaking 
01 Sarpy County Campus - Sunday, July 24, 2005 --.. NtBRASItA CllttSlWlCQlu. 

Construction 
01 the Sarpy County Campus 

- Pholos by Mt DoYICJ HusJ.~ 
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College settles into its 
Sarpy County home 
• The move from 
Norfolk ofTers better 
h,mds-on experience 
for Nebraska 
Cillistian students. 

Ur TEKI::M l .m-,'IIOI! 
n 'OA£D.llfA.u.l) ,\ L"'~ 5f.ll\'/C£ 

They miss the famous onion 
rings and thick chocolate malls 
at the former Double K restau­
rant. They miss the late.night 
runs through \val·Mart's empty 
ais les, the crab rangoons at the 
Super China Buffel and Ricar­
do's Tex·Mex Hair. 

But what the students and 
faculty of Nebraska Christian 
College. which was uprooted 
from Norfolk 10 the Papillion 
a rea three years ago, miss most 
about their forme r longtime 
home has nothing to do with the 
comfort of fried food. 

'" miss the people in Norfolk," 
said Judy Gillen, a Nebraska 
Christian alum and longtime reo 
ceptionist for the college, 

The college was founded in 
Norfolk in 1944. In the early 
1970s, Nebraska Christian grad­
ually migrated from its cramped 
downtown quarters to Norfolk's 
northwest edge, where it re­
mained unt il its move to Sarpy 
County in 2006. 

The somewhat remote loca· 
tion in the 7 0s mirrors the col· 
lege's current one in the Omaha 
metro area, said President Rich­
ard Milliken and Chtef Develop­
ment Officer J im Hardy. 

The college's current SO·acre 
campus is perched among vast 
fi elds of deep green corn, along 
a gravel rood a few miles west 
of the bustle of Papillion. Bril!ht 
red, yellow and pink flowe rs dot 
the roughly 20 de\'c1oped acres. 

Lookinl! east from the main 
building, Papillion's homes and 
buildings peek abo\'e the ho­
rizon. But the campus seems 
untouched by the ci ty. Although 
it creeps closer each day, city 
IJU I ~e ha~ ye t L", uruwlI out Lht! 
songs of birds and the deep 
croaks of frogs . 

Rlc:hard MIlliken, president of Nebfaska Chrtstlan, outtlde one of the 
c:ollege's new buildings near Papillion In Sarpy County. The colle&e 
moved from Norfolk In 2006. 

The aging Norfolk campus 
had plenty of room for expan­
sion, but the existing buildings 
were more than 30 years old by 
the time the college relocated to 
Sarpy Count}'. 

The six classrooms were 
spread throughout two sepa­
rate bu ildings, and spaces were 
smaller and less fl exible than 
those on the new campus, which 
boasts six in one building and 
fi ve others available fo r teach­
ing use. 

"We have a lot more square 
footage here:' Milliken said. 
.. there's more shop mainte· 
nance room, dorm space and of· 
fice space here." 

The buildings were construct· 
cd to tailor to the college's antic· 
ipated growth. The main facil ity 
- divided into two wings for 
administrative offices, student 
housing, a small student center 
and classrooms - will eventual­
ly be completely com'erted into 
residential uni ts. 

Milliken conh:nds th3t the 
shift from Norfolk to Papillion 
was unrelated to its facilit ies. 

In a town of nearly 25,000. 
there are limited opportunities 
for students to tra in in spread­
ing the faith. 

"Our program was so focu sed 
on ministry," Milliken said. 
"t hat our students had to be able 
\0 get handS-Oil experience." 

In Norfolk, about 10 support­
ing churches were within an 
hour 's drive, Milliken said, com­
pared with the 42 surrounding 
Papillion. "That allows our stu­
dents to get plugged into church 
ministries. rescue mis~ ions and 
working with troubled fami­
lies," he said. 

And college enrollment is 
growing. Last year's student 
body of 165 was the second· 
largest in the pasl 25 years, Mil· 
liken said. 

He and other administrators 
are moving forwa rd to expand 
the campus. Hardy said they 
ha\'e plans to develop 40 of Ihe 
plot's 80 acres. The rest may be 
used by supporting churches or 
as an investment opportunity. 

A 53 mill ion capital cam­
paign is under way for a Min­
istry Equipping Center. which 
will house a SOO-seat chapel, 
preaching lab and specinlized 
classrooms fo r the worship 
IIrts program. Hardy said about 
$800.000 has been raised so far. 

Within three to five years, 
ther'd like to build an activities 
center with a gym and cafete­
ria . 

"God's ways are better than 
our ways, so we'll just have to 
keep hoping for all of this:' Mil· 
liken said. "If we are doing the 
right thing, God will lake care 
of us." 



  

  

  

  

Construction of Sapp Bros. Ministry Equipping Center 
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Construction of Sapp Bros. Ministry Equipping Center 



  

  

  

  

Construction of Sapp Bros. Ministry Equipping Center 



  

  

  

  

Dedication of Ministry Equipping Center 
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Dedication Celebration  
Schedule of Events 
 

Friday, October 14 
10:00am 

Darrell Evans: Worship & Encouragement Seminar…Darrell’s projects “Let the River Flow” and “Freedom” both garnered Dove award 
nominations.  www.darrellevans.com 

4:00pm 
Ribbon Cutting 

5:00pm 
BBQ Meal (Not  free) 

6:30pm 

 Alumni Event featuring the Watchmen Quartet, NCC Gospel Choir, Duane & Peggy King and hosted by Bryan Myers 
8:00pm 

The Allen Family Singers in concert…one of America's most beloved musical families www.allenministries.com 

Saturday, October 15  
KidZone children’s area provided during the day with children’s worship, puppets, inflatables, and balloons. Kid-
Zone schedule: 8:30 - 11:30 and 12:30 - 3:30 on Saturday.  
 
9:00am 

 Remembering NCC’s Legacy featuring a panel of NCC alumni, faculty and staff and hosted by Rich Milliken 
1:00pm 

Main Event featuring: 
Avalon….21 chart topping singles, 6 Dove Awards, 3 Grammy nominations and an American Music Award www.avalonlive.com 
Darrell Evans leading worship 
NCC Gospel Choir 
David Faust keynote speaker 
Celebration Offering 

4:00pm 
Avalon Concert 

6:30pm 
Jordan Howerton Band Worship Concert…worship band for Christ In Youth Conferences www.jordanhowertonband.com 

 

 
NCC has been blessed and is thankful to report that over 80% of the funds have been raised to com-
plete the $3 million needed for the new Ministry Equipping Center!  We invite you to join us at the 
Dedication Celebration and prayerfully consider an investment in the next generation of Christian leaders 
by participating in a Celebration Offering that will be taken during the main event on Saturday, October 
15th.  There will be an ongoing effort to reach our goal between now and this event, and it is our hope that 
with this Celebration Offering we can celebrate together, on this day, the reaching of the $3 million goal.  
NCC has a rich history of equipping effective leaders to lead Christ’s Church, and this Ministry Equipping 
Center will be a vital tool to continue this legacy.  
 
Please make plans to join us for a weekend of dedication and celebration for all ages!  This will be a 
free event on the NCC campus and reservations are not required to attend (just show up if you like), but 
as a courtesy, if you plan on attending any of the events, would you please visit www.goingtoNCC.com 
and let us know by filling out the online form so we can plan accordingly.  This website will also have the 
latest details about the Dedication Celebration.  You don’t want to miss this! 
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Nebraska Christian College 
'very excited' about center 

By 'T'ttKNTOS AI.IEItS 

WOIILD-IIFAILD Nf.WS SU"/C£ 

Just a few miles west of 
Papillion, down • dirt road, 
dreams of building 8 state-o(· 
the-art (acUity are about to be 
realized. 

last month, the Nebraska 
Christian CeUeile broke ground 
on an 18,(l()().square-fool Minis­
try Equipping Center thai will 
house classrooms, fellowship 
areas and 8 S40-seat audito­
rium. 

"The whole campus com· 
munity and the 

So far, the coUege has raised 
$2.1 million for the 13.2 million 
project. Mmiken said the col· 
lege hopes to complete its fund· 
raising campaign within the 
next four to six months, with 
construction done over the next 
11 months. 

"We should be able to have 
our first chapel service at the 
beginning of faU next school 
year in 2011, ~ he said. 

The new building will provide 
space for the college's preach· 
ing and worship arts programs. 
The preaching program trains 

alumni are very 
excited," said 
President Rich­
ard Milliken. "For 
40 years, the col­

"!'or 40 Ye&r8, 
theooUep ..... 
wanted to have 

students to be· 
come preachers, 
missionaries and 
youth ministers, 
while worship arts 
trains students to 
become worship 
leaders and sound 
and video techni· 
cians for church­
es. 

lege has wanted to 
have a separate, 
dedicated cha­
pel. Our campus 
in Norfolk didn't 
have that. It 's go­
ing to be a great 

ohapel • ••• It's 
golllgto be a 
_tfa.cWty Milliken said 

he's also looking 
facility (or us," for lUI." 

The center is 
one of two major 
buildings in the 
college's second 
phase of con· 
!truction. The 
first phase for the 

Richard ,HiIlik"II , 
pmfil/erl t {if SelmlJka 
CllTistiml C()Il('~e 

forward to using 
the auditorium 
for such things as 
weekly chapels, 
gradualions, semi· 
nars, leadership 
training and youth 

coilege. which moved to Sarpy 
County in 2006, was to build 
dorm and residential build· 
ings with temporary space (or 
academic and administration 
space - a total of more than 
72,000 square feet. A student 
activities center, with a gymna· 
sium, cafeteria, exercise room 
and student center is the other 
component to phase two of con· 
struction, but fundraising for 
that project hasn't started, 

"Both buildings are needed, 
but we chose to go one buLlding 
at a time with the fundralsing," 
Milliken sa id. 

events. He said he 
hopes other area churches also 
will want to use the space for 
events and activities. 

The college offers four-year 
bachelor degrees, plus two­
year dellrees that can transfer 
to Grace University, York Col· 
lege and Bellevue University 
for degrees in education and 
business. 

The college has 142 students 
from 20 states and two foreign 
countries. College officials have 
said that once the new build· 
ings are in place. the collelle 
hopes to llrow to an enrollment 
of about 225. 
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MORE MIDLANDS NEWS 

H\f IILI I ~ \ Ttll l\ O ~ 11} IIUII II 

lNcIM III: I'MlnIkII ctwIItI8n COIIep IIapt tMt till IMtCet with Hope 
IntItmItIonIII.I!Mnfty In ~ will boo.c ... oIh .1I/It .t1lMl, II'MII 

......... -
Landscapes change 
as Papillion college 
announces merger 
Nebmska Christian ~l)' 
clle hnk to C,Ui[omia 
will give stlllients morc 
opportunities, Ile,;hili~' 

B"lhn,t.I Ku)<uTlI 
\I OJUJ)'III1W.D HMI' \l'h"'~H 

Emilie Knauss, II junior at 
Nebraska Christian College. is 
eager to move to COlorado in 
AUi\lst for II yearlong intern­
ship. 

The movc il intriguing \0 
her nOI only for the mountain 
scenery but a l!O beuuse she'll 
be able to continue laking 
classes for her degree online. 

That option Is now available 
becaw;e of II recent merger 
belwC(:n her Papillion-based 
college and !lope Internation­
al Uni\tenilY in Fullcnon, 
Cnlifomia. 

"That'll be really C)(ciling," 
Knauss said, KIO be plugged 
inloa new c[Wironmenl and 
elm IIni.h m v .. _ ...... fl 

lion proiram through Hope 
Internationa1.l-Ie was able 10 
start taking online classes for 
hi~ degree during the 2015-16 
school year, before the meTller, 
thanks to the iniLilllllllreement 
betll'eell the two institutIOns. 

Mlthink everybody is ucit· 
ed and enthusiastic about the 
merger," he said. 

Juniors nnd selliors ill 
tertain programs at Nebraska 
Christian are ffiluired to do an 
internship or residenty. Many, 
like Knlluss, thoose to do it 
elsewhere in the tountry or 
abrood. Hope lnternlltionnl is 
giving those students, as well 
as students lit the Papillion 
campus, a host of online class 
options that weren't Jl re\' iou~l)' 
available. 

Stulknt5 will have more 
lIexibility in course scheduling, 
and advising will be easier for 
faculty members, said Andrt!II' 
Wood, II profe$SQT of intercul· 
tural studies and history at 
Nebraska Christlllll. 

Both schools will use an in· 

.- ... _ ...... , ..... ~-. 
Nebra~ka Christian College 

lellders shart! Kna\l$s' enthusi­
asm for the merger. They say 
tbe change could boost enroll· 
ment at their small college, 
located at 144th Street and 
Capehart Road. 

The merger was II long 
time coming. Early last year, 
tbe two institutions sillned a 
memorandum of underslllnd­
inll to explore the possibility 
or II partnership. The merller 
became offkiallast week. 

Tony Clark, associa te 
vice p~sldenl at Nebraska 
Christian, said the college 
will benefll from additionlll 
opportunitiet rur $tudents and 
STeater flexibility in online 
course orferings. 

Nebrllskll Chrislilln, which 
will retain its name, opened in 
1945 in Norfolk lind muved to 
Papillion in 2006. 

The college II: supported 
by tuition and fees as well 
as individuals and churc::hes 
associa ted with nondenomina· 
tlonal Christian churthes lind 
Churches of Christ. Clark said 
he doesn't anticipate fund-
Inll or the price of tuition to 
chaRlie because of the merger, 
1\J.IOOn and room and board for 
one year is $24,900, Clark said. 

In the 201S,1611Cadtmlc 
year, Nebraska Christian had 
161 students, he said, In rall 
20 14, enrollment was 1M. ae­
cordi.ni to the National Center 
for Education Statistics. The 
coUele's enrollment peaked 
in 1970 8t 208 "udents, the 
database said. 

Hope International Uni· 
versity orters bachelor's and 
master'. desl'ffS, certificate 
protl rams and trtdential 
programs to more than 2,000 
Sludenl8 worldwide. 

Clark lIIid he hopes the 
merler will increase enroll· 
ment in cominll years because 
or the addition or several new 
tlellree programs, such as bu. l· 
ness administration, teather 
education and pSychology. 
NebrlSk.a sludents also 'A'i11 
have access to online master's 
delTee prollrams. 

Derek Beebe" senior I t 
Nebrukl Christian College, 
II: tbe lint student to major in 
the new busineu .dminislT.· 

tegrstcu campus manalll'lf,ent 
~y5tem , share online learning 
and dassroom technologies, 
and have access to extenSl\'1! 
library resourtes and research 
databases, a press rt!lease 
said. The merger also ",UI 
give reglonal8cc~dit3tion to 
Nebraska Chri!ti.1n. 

Wood said faculty at both 
Institutions will collabonte in 
curriculum planning, minion 
trips, study abroad programs, 
marketing and rccruitmg. 

"We are able to benefit 
from the expertise of a iarller 
collelle, a5 lI'ellas share our 
own expertise as a smaller 
college that hils been able 10 
experiment with innovatl\'C: 
approaches," he said. 

Nebraska Christian's cur­
riculum untU nnw hils 1JI05tiy 
rocused un pastoralleadcrshlp. 
Curritulum willoot chanle In 
the college's eristlng degree 
programs, Clark said. 

The new curriculum opllons 
will give students room for 
more electives, Wood said, 
whith is helpful when students 
transfer credit or cllange 
majors. It'lI also allow studtnts 
to el<plore more areas of per­
sonal ln terest, such as foreign 
ianguage, music or physical 
fitness. 

"I think this delil'tn. more 
well-rounded education,H he 
said. 

Hope International Unlver­
l ity was establlshed in 1928 
and offen degrees in arts .nd 
Kienee!, business manage­
ment, education, pSytholog}' 
and counseling, and mInistry 
and biblical Studies. 

Adding Nebraska ChTlltian 
IS' partner allows Hope Inler­
national to extend its reach to 
the Midll'est, the press release 
said, Students interested in the 
university but not interested in 
moving to ttle West Coast can 
now enroll in those prolrams 
via the Nebraska Christian 
College eampus. 

"They can come hcre and 
get the atmosphere or a college 
that II: spiritually on the mo\'e 
and financudly on the mo\'e," 
Beebe said. "They can eKpe· 
rience all or that while beinll 
close to borne, ~ 

-~-G "" l21&,...., ____ 

:We are able to benefi t from the c']lCrtise 
of a larger college, as lI'ell as share onr 
OIl" e')lertise as a Sln,~ ler ,,,Uege that has 
been able to e,\l Jeriment \\~th innovative 

approaches: 
'&lulrcw W ()(}(/ , t1 Jlmf/!''iSorof Inll'm,!llIrtll Sll,dln 
and 't /story al Nebraska Cllristlan 
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